Following the Pearl Harbor attack in December 1941, 33 all Japanese in Australia were taken into custody, 34 including those who lived and worked in the Cairns district. 35 The fear that Japanese were gathering intelligence and geographical information was the basis of the official response. 36 Between September and December 1939, only 1% (or 70) of Queenslands' 7,000 residents of German descent were interned. 37 However, for Cairns and district, it was Italy's declaration of war following Japan's surprise attacks, which began a renewed phase of Australia's internment policy. 38 February 1942 saw the first train-load of internees leave from the North and by September, 6,780 Italian-Australians were interned. 39 Those not interned found their position became increasingly difficult with regulations restricting their movements, which also involved reporting weekly to the local police station, 40 and with the cessation of naturalisation, migrants classed as 'Enemy Aliens' were not allowed to lease or purchase land. 41 Some petty local jealousies appear to have been behind disputes over land. 42 Inaccurate informing of police about Italian farmers and cane-cutters' activities, was also compounded by the fervent support of the forerunner of the RSL. 43 From 1939-45, Queensland, at 43%, had the highest internment rate in the nation. The internments left families without their menfolk. 44 It was a shameful episode in Australia's history. 45 It also did more harm than was necessary as a contributing factor in the sugar industry slump during the war. 46
'The Lull Before the Storm' -Cairns, 1942
Not surprisingly, Cairns had become a lonely outpost, with the loss of 78% of the child population of Cairns, amongst the 5-7,000 residents evacuated 47 from a 1941 population of 15,700. 48 Meanwhile the word had passed around the district that the Americans were looking for female parachute packers at Gordonvale. The procedure of selection led to only 17 women being accepted. The paratroopers did not arrive until December. 49 Newspapers 'nearly every day published advertisements announcing the closure of some once prosperous business. About half the shops in the main business area of Cairns became vacant, and rents for city establishments collapsed...' 50 Residents of Cairns and district were still feeling particularly vulnerable. Unbeknownst to them, 51 in early February 1942, the commanding officer of the 51 st Battalion met with local government authorities and their engineers, as well as representatives from the oil companies, in order to plan the destruction of essential services and infrastructure should the Japanese invade. 52 However, after three weeks of working secretly, the 51 st Battalion was sent to defend Townsville. Feeling unprotected, the local authorities sent representatives to Canberra to lobby for sending help to the far North. 53 No doubt the requisitioning of 300 tractors and other farm machinery from North Queensland farmers, to help construct bridges, roads, airfields, accommodation for troops and civilian workers during mid-1942, 54 also added to feelings of insecurity. This, along with the shortage of labour and fertilizer led to a slump in sugar production. 55 State's rights and a perception that the Commonwealth had neglected Queensland and the North 56 along with the interlude prior to the military build-up, increased North Queensland's acceptance of the myth of the 'Brisbane Line'. Although staged withdrawal was apart of official policy, no documentary confirmation has been found to corroborate the existence of the 'Brisbane Line'. 57 Nevertheless, it added to Northerners' sense of grievance. 58 The began (3 June 1942) and by 6 June, the Japanese had suffered their worst naval defeat in their history.
Nonetheless, the threat to Australia was still seen as being very real, particularly when the Japanese landed (21 July) at Gona and Buna on the north eastern side of Papua; the northern end of the Kokoda Trail. 65 The small Australian force of 400 men was driven back until September at Imita Ridge, 66 when a counter-offensive was begun. 67 The Australian 7 th Division drove the over-stretched and fever-ridden remnants of the Japanese XVII Army back, 68 taking Kokoda and control of the Owen Stanley Range. By late January 1943, with the loss of 2,000 Australians killed, the Japanese had been driven back at Sanananda with a loss of 13,000 soldiers. 69
Frontline Cairns 70
In April 1942, Cairns was still within range of long-distance Japanese bombers. 71 In October, RAAF No. 20 Squadron moved to Cairns. They were located in a row of huts built for them along the Esplanade. Some 3,000 sorties were flown from Cairns, but not all returned. 320
Australian airmen who flew Catalinas in the South-West Pacific theatre of war never came back. 72 In early August, United States forces landed on the islands of Tulagi and Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands and a vicious six-month struggle followed. 73 Several weeks later (on 25
August, 1942) the Japanese landed at Milne Bay on the eastern tip of Papua 74 although they were forced to evacuate 13 days later. 75 In early December Australians re-captured Gona. The tide of war was turning and with it the fortunes of the Cairns district.
Communications infrastructure was particularly limited in North Queensland with Cape York being served by one single galvanised wire which could only cope with 50 telegrams an hour. 76 One member of this elite and secretive force, Allan Amos, remembered how
We were always on the alert that the local population might find out what we were doing.
They were continually told to report any suspicious actions in their areas. To test their diligence, and as an exercise on survival while remaining undetected, I drove five or six of the Indonesian boys out behind Redlynch. They failed on all four exercises, as the people of Redlynch and Freshwater Valley reported them each time. 100 In 1944, the 'House on the Hill' was handed over to the Dutch and Indonesian Intelligence Services. Their exploits, while veiled in secrecy, did manage to ignite contact stories with the local Aboriginal missions. Certainly, members of Monamona Mission saw men hiding in trees by their shadows on the ground, across the river from Oak Forest. They were not white men, and fitted an Aboriginal perception of Japanese, and so the alarm went out...'the Japanese are coming!' Upon investigation by the local policeman it was discovered they were
Javanese not Japanese, which suggests that they were part of the Netherlands East Indies
Intelligence training at 'Fairview'. 101 By December 1942 the Australian Army had devised a regular system of rotation of troops between North Queensland and Papua. 102 Mid-1943 there were heavy troop movements operating through the Redlynch Army Staging Camp either making their way to the jungletraining and/or recuperation camps on the Tableland or preparing to embark for overseas service. 103 On occasions there were between 50,000 and 100,000 troops quartered on the Atherton-Evelyn Tablelands, 104 with an average constant of roughly 40,000 troops. 105 The
Australian 9 th Division shipped off to land and capture Lae (4-16 September). Later in the year the Americans landed in the Gilbert Islands and New Britain. 106 
Public Health During the War
On the frontline, malaria was destroying the effective strength of troops in New Guinea (for both the Japanese and the Allies) 108 and posed a most critical threat. 109 It was readily apparent that whoever won the battle over fevers and malaria had a distinct advantage in winning the war. Nearly 45% of Australian troops in Port Moresby were infected with malaria. 110 Medical concern 111 proved to be well founded when a serious malarial epidemic almost immobilised the Milne Bay force in November and December 1942. 112 A general policy began of sending all service patients and returning troops who had contracted malaria in New Guinea to the Atherton Tableland. Cairns became the focal point of an epic undertaking in planning and implementing malaria-research in Australia. It became the training ground for Malaria Control Units, before they were transferred to New Guinea or the islands. In a co-operative venture between local, state and federal authorities, and the Australian and U.S. Armies, 26 miles (42kms) of anti-malarial drains were constructed in Cairns. 113 Between 1942 and 1945 some 2,000 civilians and military personnel contracted malaria in the district, 114 but by 1948 the number of people suffering from malaria had dropped to nil. 115
Women at War
The shortage of labour was to increase the role women were to play in implementing total war. 116 Almost 50,000 women were serving by early 1944 and many were working skilled jobs previously the preserve of men. Voluntary self-sacrifice was promoted by the federal government. 117 By volunteering, women saved the federal government £ 50 million during the war. Australia-wide the numbers of women in the paid work-force jumped by 33%. 118 The numbers of armed service personnel were to build to half a million over the next 18 months, peaking at wars' end with 863,000. As Bolton says, 'it was the first time in the history of white Australia that such a concentration of foreigners had entered the country. ' 119 Although in North Queensland, there had always been a polyglot of peoples.
With the war on the doorstep, socialising helped morale, and Australian women were discovering the gentlemanly behaviour of the visiting American servicemen, who were not only well paid and tailored, but also had access to goods Australians had not seen for ages. 120
War-time Cairns
Queensland rail traffic during the war jumped by 66% and had the highest density of rail traffic in Australia. Similarly in Cairns, traffic greatly increased. Extensions to the main railway lines on the Tableland enabled troops and supplies to access their training camps. 121
The Cairns-Kuranda section was so busy at one stage that in one 24-hour period, a record 43 trains chugged up the range. 122 Work output fell as the Japanese retreated and strikes and absenteeism increased. Bolton notes that 'Such stoppages exasperated the middle class and the Americans, and embarrassed the Curtin government, divided as it was between its Labor loyalties and commitment to winning the war.' 123 The Australian waterfront had reached a chaotic stage in early 1942.
Pillaging from wharves had risen by 36% over 15 months. This situation resulted in the creation of the Stevedoring Industry Commission. Shipping historian, Norman McKellar identified: 'the beginning of the end of the old system of waterside employment'. 124 Waterfront strikes in Cairns throughout the war infuriated Australian troops fighting in New
Guinea. Army radio telegraphist, Harry Speight, was stationed at Milne Bay and learned from transmissions about the 'wharfies' going on strike. He remembered:
they would not load any artillery, motor or aerial bombs unless they were paid DANGER MONEY. They claimed it was too hazardous. What about us, all we had left was our rifles and bayonets, knee deep in mud with mozzies eating us and the Japs knocking at our door, and they said it was too dangerous!! 125 The largest strike to occur at the port of Cairns during the war was in April/May 1945, when some 800 men from the Australian 6 th Division (AIF) were hurriedly sent from Kairi on the Tableland to the city wharves. Speight remembered: 'We were told that an Army detachment was sent to load the ship and instructed to 'shoot the bastards if they didn't leave within 30 seconds'.' 126 A member of this Emergency Corps, Max Herron recalled 'each company worked a full 12-hour shift, being relieved by another crew for the remaining 12 hours of loading. They all faced the same risks for a paltry six bob a day, a wage far less than that paid to the waterside workers.' 127 Australian troops thus had their ammunition and supplies when they landed at Balikpapan, Borneo in July 1945.
Riots and Redlights
Initially, conflict between Allied military forces in Australia were minimal. However, this
'honeymoon' period was ended by an American serviceman when he committed several murders in Melbourne in May 1942, 128 As machine guns blazed Mrs Darley, the manager's wife, called from the verandah above us, 'Boys, boys, remember your mothers.' Unfortunately, the boys were not interested at that moment in their mothers, their only thought was to finish the fight which had erupted the night before at the Trocodero dance hall where Aussies who had just returned from the Middle East were indignant to find our girls dancing with the Yanks and they threw everyone of them down the steps onto the street. 135 Then the Provosts (Military Police) arrived and naturally a confrontation resulted. The
Australians were confined to barracks and future leave arrangements allowed for alternate days for the respective armies.
The brothels of Cairns' old Chinatown area still operated, but this time with queues. 136 Although prostitution was still illegal in Queensland, officials turned a blind eye, except ostensibly for the more obvious establishments. During the war especially in North Queensland, Australians had been exposed to the habits and mores of a large number of people from around the world, which broadened their perspectives. 142 The separation of 4 to 6 years, quite often put a strain on marriages, and as Vera Bradley observed, 'often the person who went away and the one left behind were entirely different people at the end of it all.' 143 Twenty year old Dorothy Duffy, who had spent her youth growing up on the wartime Tableland, knew that the madness and chaos of wartime conditions had been real enough but felt, as a result, that she was much, much, older than her age. Duffy encapsulated the impact of so many troops on the districts' residents with her comments:
the ever-changing movement of troops around us, some becoming friends to remain so for life, some merely touching the surface of life, now only a faint memory or a name in an autograph book. The desperate need to hold on to the present in case there wasn't going to be a future, and the deep and intense feelings unequalled in peace-time. 144 Having experienced this fear, the future could only look golden, and Cairns re-embraced the quiet pre-war life of tourism, sugar and fishing, although with a greater awareness of a world that had quickly lost interest in them. that: '...The police made a canvas of the area and told the women they were not compelled to leave yet; but it would be advisable for them to go. As, if they left when first warned they would be able to go where they wished, but if they waited for an official order (which the police believed might come any day) they would have to go where they were sent and there would be all sorts of difficulties.' " 50 Turn-over in the motor trade had in a matter of months dropped by more than half; and at the Cairns Wharves, the once formidable 400 strong labour force, fell to about 180.Sugar producers were suffering and "there was a wild rush to convert paper currency into silver, which prospective refugees considered, would be the only tender that would be negotiable in any evacuation." Sunday Australian [Cairns], 9 September 1945, p.6. 51 The subject of the 'scorched earth' policy was secret, as the authorities wanted to deny any Japanese invasion force of the amenities or transport links of the district, as well as not wanting to exacerbate civilian fears. 52 Included in the 'scorched earth' policy were the Bunda Street Gas Works, the oil tanks, wharves and water supply. 
